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PRELIMINARY PRECAUTIONS AND OPERATIONS.
A few observations rnav be made on certain precautions and
*                                                                                                    1
operations which have to be attended to before any active
measures are adopted in eases of dystokia. And first as to
the animal which IB to be handled.
With the larger creatures, and especially the mare, the
position of the veterinary surgeon immediately behind the
posterior limbs might be considered perilous, did we not
know that the roost irritable and vicious animals are generally
rendered tractable by the parturient pains ; and even the hand
and arm introduced into the vagina, instead of provoking
resentment, appear only to increase the expulsive straining.
But it is sometimes necessary to have a strong assistant to
hold up a fore-foot, in the case of the mare, while the hand is
being passed into the genital canal. And while manipulation
is going on it is advisable that the mare's head should be
held by a person the animal is accustomed to; while a strong
man on one side of the hind-quarters steadies this part with
one hand and holds the tail aside with the other, and another
on the opposite side also steadies the quarter with one hand,
and the other hand pinches the loins when the mare attempts
to strain or be restless.
But it sometimes happens that a twitch has to be applied
to the nose, or side-lines or hopples put on the legs; for the
mare is, as has been already remarked, very often a most
troublesome and dangerous animal to deal with, and unsteady
in the extreme. Not so the cow, which rarely requires any
more constraint than a person holding the nose and horn;
though it is advantageous to have a man on each side to act
in the same manner as for the mare.
Obstetrical manipulations are usually effected while the
larger animals are standing, and this is undoubtedly the
most convenient position. But it not infrequently happens
that the veterinary surgeon is called when the animal has
been in labour for many hours, and perhaps been roughly
handled by novices ; so thai, being exhausted, it has assumed
the recumbent position, and is disinclined to get up. This is
more especially the case with the cow, for the mare can